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Sins of Omission-- Whose? 
CAns o wmitsston== <F 10S: 


There are certain things which just ought to be in Mississippi Library 
News, and often times they should be in a particular issue. 


Likewise, there are certain things which ought not to be in Mississippi 
Library News, but this editorial concerns itself with sins of omission and 
not with sins of commission. 


Now about what should be in MLN! First and most important, of course, 
is that there should be more feature articles by more people in all issues— 
or, at least, in most issues. This situation brings on so much more talk that 
it needs the full treatment all by itself. It will be dealt with later and 
separately. 


To get down to name-calling, official activities and reports of indivi- 
duals, committees, sections, organizations, etc. which are the concern of a 
group and are intended for publication in the official organ should appear 
in MLN. They are not always there — and if there, they are not always 
there when they should be. 


The editor prefers not to be held responsible for the omission of offi- 
cial items which are never submitted for publication. 
Sins of omission — whose? 
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Meet The Editorial Board 


Editor of Mississip- 
pi Library News is 
Kay Cooley, associate 
© director of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Com- 
» mission. Chief quali- 
' fications of said editor 
are an enthusiasm for 

Kay Cooley working toward a 
more professional publication and a vantage 
point from which to view the overall library 
picture in Mississippi. 

Some journalism and much literary train- 
ing make the job of editor a little less com- 
plicated. 

Kay has two “young men” in the persons 
of her sons, Clay and Kim. 









Margarete Peebles, 
* MLN’s business man- 
gr a gee: . : 

ager, is circulation li- 
brarian at Mississippi 
State College. 

The job of business 
manager of a publica- 
4 tion is a time-consum- 

Margarete Peebles ing one. It requires 
patience, accuracy, and good business 
judgment. All of these qualities Margarete 
has in abundance. More than that, she will- 
ingly directs some of her talents toward a 
better and more businesslike MLN. 

Margarete is chairman of the MLA col- 
lege section. 


Virginia C. Robin- 

son reports the news 
from the college libr- 
aries. This is a sort of 
side line to her “eat- 
ing” position as asso- 
ciate librarian at 
MSCW. 
Virginia C. Robinson This labor of love 
has been going on for Virginia since 1954. 
Prior to that she did her reporting for the 
Association. 

Reporting is only one of Virginia’s activi- 
ties. She is also a talented painter. 
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Public libraries real- 
ly have an up-and-at- 
"em news hound in 
Barbara: Cox (Mrs. 
Prentiss Cox). 

Barbara is head of 
technical processes for 
the Jackson Municipal 
Barbara Cox Library. She is also 
publicity chairman for the Association. 

This eager beaver reporter keeps “her 
kind of libraries” in the news. 

In addition to all of these chores, respon- 
sibilities, and activities, Barbara has a 
young son. 

a ie x 
: Sue Coltharp knows 
all and tells all about 
Mississippi's school li- 
braries. 

Sue’s library inter- 
ests reach to all types 
of libraries. She is 
recognized as one of 
the better school libr- 
arians. Potts Camp is fortunate to have 
her anchored in their school library. 

Although Sue is apt to remark that “I’m 
no writer,” her news items are interesting 
and well done and her organization excel- 
lent. Sue suits suitably. 

* = e 

Special libraries in 
Mississippi have a 
first-rate booster and 
reporter in Ruth D. 
Scharr, the Base libr- 
arian at Keesler Air 
Force Base. 

; @ Her energy and 
Ruth D. Scharr ability are evident 
from the quality of activities carried on in 
Keesler’s library. This production potential 
carries over into her reporting the news 
from the special libraries. She has done 
much with little. 

As special libraries become better organ- 
ized and more active in the library world, 
this department in MLN is sure to grow 
under Reporter Scharr’s capable hand. 

Ruth is also a capable mother. 















W ell! and whew! We have now been 
officially accepted as a chapter of 
ALA. I heard the announcement made at 
Mid-Winter and later Mr. Clift wrote me 
confirming the announcement. 

The Executive Board of MLA has just 
finished (Sunday P.M., February 24) a long 
and exhausting meeting. Two major items 
of business concerned the time and meeting 
place and the program for the annual con- 
vention. We decided to accept the invita- 
tion extended to us to meet in Clarksdale 
on October 24, 25, 26 of this year. We 
are on record as recommending that we 
have the annual convention in a different 
part of the state each year if the facilities 
are adequate and if we know we are de- 
finitely wanted in the particular place. In 
keeping with that feeling, the Board is also 
on record as recommending to the next 
board that the convention be held in 
Natchez in 1958. It is to be hoped that 
this idea will prove to be a practical one 
and that eventually every area in the state 
will be visited by MLA. 
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MLA 


MARY LOVE 


President's Notes 


I should like to express my appreciation 
and that of the entire organization for the 
cordial invitations that we received. It is 
too bad that they all could not be accepted 
at once! 

The program planned for the convention 
is going to be one that can have practical 
application. The pre-conference workshop 
for public librarians will be on Thursday, 
October 24, and will be built around stand- 
ards. There is a plan in the making for a 
workshop for school librarians on Saturday, 
October 26. The subject has not been’ 
announced, but I know that it will be one 
of great interest. A great effort will be 
made to keep exhibits up long enough on 
Saturday to give school librarians a chance 
to see them. 


Mary Love, President 
Mississippi Library Association 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
As amended October 26, 1956 
CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I 
Name 
The name of this organization shall be the 
Mississippi Library Association. 

ARTICLE lil 
Object 

The object of this organization shall be 
the establishment and development of ef- 
fective library service in Mississippi. 

ARTICLE Ill 
Members 

Any person, library or institution interest- 
ed in library work may become a member of 
the Mississippi Library Association upon 
payment of the dues provided in the bylaws. 

ARTICLE IV 
Officers 

The officers of the Association shall be 
a president, a vice-president, a secretary, 
a treasurer, and a parliamentarian. 

ARTICLE V 
Affiliation 

This Association shall be a chapter of 
the American Library Association and shall 
elect representatives as provided in the con- 
stitution and bylaws of that Association. 

ARTICLE VI 
Meetings 

Section 1. There shall be an annual 
meeting of the Association at such time and 
place as may be determined by the Execu- 
tive Board. 

Section 2. The Executive Board may 
make provisions for district meetings when 
they are deemed advisable. 

Section 3. Special meetings of the Asso- 
ciation may be called by the Executive 
Board and shall be called by the President 
on written request of ten per cent of the 
membership of the Association. At least one 
month’s notice of such special meeting shall 
be given, and only business specified in the 
call may be transacted at the meeting. 

ARTICLE VII 
Sections 

Section 1. Sections of the Association may 

be organized as provided in the bylaws. 
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Section 2. Each section shall represent 
a field of activity in general distinct from 
that of other sections. 
ARTICLE VIII 
Amendments 
This constitution may be amended at any 
regular meeting of the Association by a 
two-thirds vote of those members present 
and voting, provided the proposed amend- 
ment shall have been published in the of- 
ficial organ of the Association in an issue 
prior to the meeting and during the same 
fiscal year, or provided that the proposed 
amendment shall have been sent to each 
member of the Association at least one 
month before its adoption. 
BYLAWS 
ARTICLE I 


Officers and Government 

Section 1. The officers, except the par- 
liamentarian, shall te elected at regular 
meetings of the Association in alternate 
years. They shall take office on the follow- 
ing January first and shall serve for a period 
of two calendar years, or until their succes- 
sors are chosen. In case of a vacancy in 
any office except that of president, the 
Executive Board shall designate someone to 
discharge the duties of the office for the 
duration of the unexpired term. 

Section 2. The president shall be the 
representative head of the Association. In 
case of his death, resignation, or inability 
to serve, the vice-president shall become 
president for the remainder of the term. 

Section 3. The secretary shall keep a 
record of the attendance and proceedings 
of each meeting of the Association and of 
the Executive Board. 

Section 4. The treasurer shall collect 
membership dues, record all receipts and 
disbursements, and pay all bills on approval 
of the president. He shall make two reports 
— one at the annual meeting of the As- 
sociation, and a second covering the fiscal 
year, which shall be published in the offi- 
cial organ of the Association. 

Section 5. The fiscal year shall begin 
January 1 and end December 31 of each 
year. 


(Please Turn Page) 








Section 6. The Executive Board shall 
consist of the president, the vice-president, 
the secretary, the treasurer, the immediate 
past president of the Association, the Direc- 
tor of the Mississippi Library Commission, 
and the Association representative to the 
ALA. The business of the Association, except 
as otherwise provided in the constitution and 
bylaws, shall be vested in the Executive 
Board, but the Association may, by a two- 
thirds vote of those members present and 
voting override or reverse the action of 
the Executive Board, or give mandatory 
instructions. 


The Executive Board shall be responsible 
for the programs for all meetings of the As- 
sociation and shall supervise the presenta- 
tion and printing of papers and reports. 

Section 7. Members of the Executive 
Board may be reimbursed for actual ex- 
penses incurred in attending business ses- 
sions of the Executive Board and the an- 
nual meeting. 

Section 8. Following each election of 
officers, the Executive Board shall appoint 
standing committees as follows: 

(a) Constitution and Bylaws 
(b) Legislative 

(c) Membership 

(d) Standards and Planning 
(e) Publicity 

(f) Scholarship 

(g) Nominating 

(h) Awards 

Other standing committees may be added 
at the discretion of the Executive Board. 

The members of all standing committees 
shall serve for a period of two years, their 
first year of service coinciding with the 
second year of service of the president, and 
their second year of service coinciding with 
the first year of service of the succeeding 
president. 

The president may fill vacancies in com- 
mittees as the need arises. 

At the discretion of the Executive Board, 
committee members may be reimbursed for 
actual expenses incurred in attending com- 
mittee meetings. 


ARTICLE Il 


Quorum 
Ten per cent of the membership shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
the business of the Association. 





8 


ARTICLE Ill 
Membership 

Section 1. Active members shall be in- 
dividuals, institutions, and organizations. 

Section 2. There may be life members 
who shall be elected at a regular meeting 
of the Association. 

Section 3. Honorary members shall be 
life members who shall be elected at a 
regular meeting of the Association. 

Section 4. Active and life members may 
vote. 


ARTICLE IV 
Dues 

Section 1. The annual dues may be set 
or changed at any annual meeting by a two- 
thirds vote of those members present and 
voting, any such change to take effect in 
the following calendar year, the amount 
becoming due and payable in advance in 
January. Honorary and life members shall 
be exempt from payment of dues. 

Section 2. Only those individuals and in- 
stitutions and organizations paying dues in 
the calendar year in which the annual meet- 
ing is being held and life members shall 
be considered as members of the Associa- 
tion. 

ARTICLE V 
Sections 

Section 1. The Executive Board may 
authorize the organization as a section of 
any group of Association members who are 
interested in the same general field of 
activity. 

Section 2. Each section shall elect a 
chairman and such other officers as it deems 
necessary. These officers shall be elected 
at regular meetings of the Association and 
their terms of office shall coincide with 
those of the officers of the Association. 

Section 3. Section officers shall perform 
the duties pertaining to their respective 
offices. A report of the annual meeting of 
each section shall be filed with the secretary 
of the Association before the end of the 
fiscal year. 

ARTICLE VI 


Amendment of Bylaws 
These bylaws may be amended at any 
regular meeting of the Association by a 
two-thirds vote of those members present 
and voting, provided the proposed amend- 
(See Next Page) 
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ment shall have been published in the of- 
ficial organ of the Association in an issue 
prior to the meeting and during the same 
fiscal year, or provided that the proposed 
amendment shall have been sent to each 
member of the Association at least one 
month before its adoption. The bylaws may 
be amended at any regular meeting of the 
Association without prior notice, by a three- 
fourths vote of those members present. 


Wherefore Art Thou? 


This question is not addressed to Romeo 
at this time, but to you as a member of 
the Mississippi Library Association. 

Many copies of many issues of Mississippi 
Library News are going astray because the 
editor of MLN is not kept up-to-date with 
your changes of address. It’s a waste of 
everything all around, don’t you think? And 
you are entitled to receive MLN as long as 
you are an MLA member. 

How about dropping a postcard to the 
MLN editor whenever you have a change 
of address? It will help. 








© SAVE TIME MAKING SELECTIONS 
@ SAVE TIME MAKING. ORDERS 


NEW 1957 SELECTIONS 
by FAVORITE AUTHORS 
NOW BEING OFFERED 


7 
Join THE BOUND-T0-STAY-BOUND 


PREBOUND BOOK CLUB TODAY 
SEND FOR LITERATURE 
Manviocturers of 


“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND"™ PREBOUND BOOKS 


Jacksonville, Iilinois 
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Committee Chairman Named 


President Mary Love announces the fol- 
lowing appointments of chairman for MLA’s 
standing committees. Full committees will 
appear in the June issue of MLN, when 
all appointments have been made: 


Adult Education _.... Mrs. C. C. Clark, 
Library Commission 
eye Mrs. Martha Howard, 
VA Center Library 


Robert D. Wood, 
Library Commission 


Awards _.. 


Constitution and Bylaws 


Federal Relations — 
Library and Library Commission 
Legislative Mrs. Walker Jones, 
Neshoba County 
Library Advisory Committee 
Membership Alberta Edmondson, 
Jackson Elementary Schools 


INN insscntieanisiascnias Mrs. Barbara Cox, 
Jackson Municipal Library 
Recruiting —...---.. . Mrs. E. D. Meeks, 
Jackson Municipal Library 
II vcdicitincnccs nceceeeenion Dan Kelly, 


Trustee Greenwood- 
Leflore Public Library 


. Mrs. Lura G. 
Currier, Library Commission 


Standards and Planning 


Same Section Chairman Serve 


College Library _.... Margarete Peebles 


Mississippi State College 
Public Library ___.<=.”Mrs. Lola L. Kell 
Jackson County-Pastagoula City Library 
School Library - Susie Bull 
Langue School, Columbus 


Speciat Library ae Irene Graham 
University Medical School 


Trustee -................. Mrs. Mary Henley 
Biloxi Public Library 












“This is the auditor’s office calling. We 
have a check here from the Federal govern- 
ment for $40,000. Do you know anything 
about it? What shall we do with it?” 

It had happened at last! The Library 
Services Act was reality — $40,000 worth of 
reality. 

Do we know anything about it? Well, to 
put it simply — yes; it just happens that we 
do. Ten years of thought and planning by 
scores of people concerned for libraries, 
hundreds of letters and telegrams to Sena- 
tors and Congressmen, reams of correspond- 
ence, three workshops, four Commissioners’ 
meetings, a special trip to Washington, and 
much detailed work on actual plans assure 
that we all do indeed “know something 
about it.” 

What shall we do with it? The answer 
to that is not easy. $40,000 is a consider- 
able and welcome amount of money, near- 
ly half as much as the current total annual 
budget of the Library Commission. But 


$40,000 is very little money when one 
considers the more than a million people 
in Mississippi without public library service 
of any kind. It is literally only a “drop in 
the bucket.” 
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MLC 


LURA CURRIER 


40,000 Items 
of good news 


One of the most serious decisions that 
has ever faced the Board of the Library 
Commission and its staff is how to make 
the wisest use of a sum so small and to 
insure that it will not be wasted. If it is 
dissipated in small bits there will be no- 
thing permanent at the end of the five- 
year period. Of primary urgency is that 
we use this money to build toward a sound 
library future. 


The Act required that the Commission 
submit a State Plan. Such was done and 
Mississippi's was among the first six in the 
nation approved by the U. S. Office of 
Education. (Editor’s Note: This State Plan 
here is not to be confused with the temp- 
orary plan submitted for expenditure of 
the total five year appropriation, in the 
event that Congress ever makes the full 
amount of nearly a million dollars available 
for this state. While the two have the same 
basic principles, their practical application 
must vary considerably since there is an 
appreciable amount of difference between 
what can and should be done with $40,000 
as against $193,000!) 


(See Next Page) 
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Since $40,000 obviously cannot be divided 
effectively among the more than two mil- 
lion people in the state (that would be less 
than 2¢ each!) it was decided to spend this 
initial grant to help people get library 
service who have none, provided, of course, 
that they help themselves first, and to assist 
those counties in the state that are strug- 
gling already to take their first library im- 
provement steps. 

These are the proposed specific uses for 
this first $40,000 as presented in the State 
Plan that has been approved in Washington: 

1. Establishment grants for initiating 
library service in Itawamba and Choctaw 
counties. Neither of these counties had any 
library service at all; each of them voted 
a one mill countywide tax last October. 
These grants are identical with the esta- 
blishment money given already by state 
aid to help new territory set up service. 
Lee County is extending her already well 
established service into Itawamba County 
by contract. The Tombigbee Regional 
Library has accepted Choctaw County as 
the third full-pledged partner in its region. 

2. Some operational funds to help Perry 
County get library service underway. They, 
too, voted a one mill tax last October. This 
is the identical way that ‘library service has 
begun in several counties throughout the 
state. The Library Commission helps direct- 
ly with service — not cash grants — until 
such time as the county can make perman- 
ent provisions for themselves. 

3. Provision for professional and technical 
assistance to libraries who have recently 
been making considerable effort at improv- 
ing their service but who now feel the need 
for expansion and detailed assistance. There 
are six counties now in this stage of library 
development and the Plan proposes to give 
them some help in the way of staff assist- 
ance, promotional aid, and technical work. 

4. Purchase of books for long term loan 
to counties who are just now making their 
first attempt to have library service. Within 
the past six months three of the 21 counties 
without any public libraries have written 


to ask: “How can we have a library?” This 
new money will mean that the Commission 
can now help them seek an answer to that 
all-important question. 
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5. Compile, by means of conference 
study among the librarians in the state, 
a basic book list by which Mississippi 
libraries may measure their book collections. 

6. Add items of much needed equipment 
to the Library Commission, among which 
are: 

a. A photo-copying machine. This will 
be used to photograph pages from reference 
books and bound magazines in order to 
facilitate reference work for the libraries 
of the state. This has been one of the most 
difficult problems in attempting fast and 
efficient reference service for all of the 
libraries with such a limited book collection 
as the Commission has. 

b. A dictating machine. This is to be 
used in processing the 
books in the local public libraries who now 
feel a need for formal organization of their 
collections. For the past year we have been 
experimenting with this method in three 
locations in the state and it has proved to 
be a very economical way to catalog books. 

c. An embosograph machine. The Com- 
mission will be able, through this equip- 
ment, to furnish signs, placards, shelf labels, 
display legends in black and white and in 
color for any of the libraries in the state. 
Many state agencies have been able to give 
this service to their local libraries and its 
success has been well established. 

d. A station wagon. The one that the 
Library Commission owns now will not go 
to three sections of the state at the same 
time! The new one will be used for haul- 
ing and transportation, as well as for use 
by local libraries when they are clocking 
bookmobile routes, collecting books from 
schools at close of session, etc. 

7. Coordinate publicity materials and 
general library information for libraries 
throughout the state and for the Commis- 
sion itself. 

8. Furnish materials for discussion groups 
if held in communities of less than 10,000 
people. The Library Services Act itself, not 
the Library Commission, restricts the use 
of any of the funds to areas of less than 
10,000 people. This is not very restrictive 
in Mississippi, however, since only 15 towns 
in the state have more than 10,000 people 
and since all except one of these extends 


connection with 


(Please Turn Page) 


11 
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its services to county residents. This money 
may be used by a city for such part of 
its service as is given to its rural patrons. 

9. Most significant of the plans for use 
of the Federal money is the addition to the 
staff of the Commission of two field workers 
who will be able to speed up the answers 
to calls for technical and professional help 
out among the libraries of the state. The 
present field staff has been working day 
and night for more than two years to catch 
up with the requests for specific, actual 
work within the local libraries. 


Of basic importance is the fact that these 
plans are subject to constant restudy and 
adjustment. There is no reason at all that 
things have to be done any one way if 
experience and appraisal point toward a 
better and wiser use of whatever is avail- 
able. It appears at this point as if these 
proposed uses of the money will benefit all 
of the libraries in the state and bring service 
to 76,674 Mississippians who have never 
had it. The Commission invites suggestions 
from every librarian and every trustee as 
to ways that the funds may be most mean- 
ingful to them and most conducive to a 
good permanent library program for Mis- 
sissippi. 
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A Specialist in Servicing Library Book Orders 


A Pioneer in supplying Reinforced Publishers 


A Supplier of Multiple Library Order Forms to 
Customers -- Free of Charge 


A Regional Wholesale Dealer — Supporting the 
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WHO DOES WHAT 


AT THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


Kay Cooley 


Associate Director 


FIELD SERVICES 


(Note: This is the second in a series of 
five articles to describe the work of the 
Library Commission by department and to 
introduce the persons who work in each 
department). 


To tell the truth, everyone who works at 
the Library Commission is a field worker 
at one time or another. “Field work” is an 
elusive term. Actually, even the “inside 
jobs” are done in support of what is going 
on in the outside library world. 


Some of us are infielders and some of 
us are outfielders. It is the outfielders who 
make up the field service as it is popularly 
thought of. This article is about those out- 
fielders. 

The Commission’s field services depart- 
ment is composed of two persons, a field 
representative and a supervisor of group 
services, plus a vast but undetermined 
amount of the director’s time. 

What is involved in “playing the field”? 
Everything from throwing away dirty books 
to campaigning for library service in un- 
served areas; from the most elementary 
adult education activities to program-plan- 
ning clinics and leadership training sessions; 
from chasing down a film that someone 
wants to borrow to planning and participat- 
ing in club programs, institutes, conferences, 
etc.; from demonstrating bookmobile service 
to mapping out bookmobile routes. If it’s a 
library and it needs something, then field 
work is indicated. 


And the services of the Mississippi Library 
Commission are available to all, limited only 
by time and personnel. 
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ROBERT D. WOOD 


If you are interested in discussion groups, 
program planning, leadership training, 
trustee activities, and similar sorts of adult 
group activities, you can call on Mrs. C. 
C. Clark, Supervisor of Group Services for 
the Commission. Her talents in this field 
of the field are as well known as her speech- 
making talents. She is a sort of adult educa- 
tion specialist in the true meaning of the 
term. 


(Please Turn Page) 
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(Continued from Page 13) 


Such other field activities as need doing 
are the province of the field representative 
or the director, pinch-hitting as a field 
worker. Robert D. “Bob” Wood has been 
the Commission’s field representative since 
October, 1955. He is the official outfielder, 
whose responsibility it is to supervise the 
field activities as well as do a considerable 
share of the “truck driving.” 

A one-two-three listing of what the field 
services department of the Library Com- 
mission does would be an endless task. It 
seems good enough to say it like this: 

If it’s libraries (either existing or poten- 
tial), we'll come if you call us. 


MRS. C. C. CLARK 


News Briefs... 


Vital Speeches 

Lura Currier was the speaker for the 
Library Section of the Mississippi Educa- 
tion Association meeting on March 15. Her 
subject “Hand in Hand — Side by Side” 
dealt with the cooperation between the 
school library and the public library. 

Mrs. C. C. Clark addressed the Trustees 
Section of the Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion on March 8. Her subject “Why 
Libraries?” lent itself to the planning of 
the trustee panel discussion of “Why 
Trustees?” 

Roman Candle by Letitia Baldridge was 
reviewed by Annie Bess Hinton for the 
Hazlehurst Garden Club in January. 

A “lecture series” to the pupils of the 
Columbia Training School is developing, 
somewhat to the dismay of the lecturer, 
Brigitte Kenney. When she talked to the 
pupils on Germany, she hadn’t thought that 
it would be habit-forming as it now appears 
to be. It seems that further talks are ex- 
pected by the children. 
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In This Corner . . 


Lura Currier has been asked by the nom- 
inating committee of the Public Libraries 
Division of ALA to be a candidate for 
president of the section. The other candi- 
date is Estellene Walker of South Carolina, 
also the head of a state agency in the South- 
east Region. 

Kay Cooley has been elected secretary 
of the Industrial Editors Association of Mis- 
sissippi. The Association is an organization 
of editors of professional and industrial 
publications. 





Currier Prints (No Ives) 

The April issue of the ALA Bulletin will 
contain a major article by Lura Currier with 
the title of “Forty-Eight Trunk Lines.” 

A study of the various types of contracts 
used by libraries for cooperative services 
will soon be released. Author-Compiler 
Currier has masterminded this work, which 
has turned out to be a veritable tome. 
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College Libraries 








Building Programs 


The new building at Blue Mountain Col- 
lege will be completed within a few weeks 
or months, as weather and materials permit. 


Dr. Louis Shores, Director of the Library 
School at Florida State College, was a con- 
sultant on the new wing of the MSCW 
Library which is still in the planning stage. 
New Faces Make News 


Mrs. Sally Ann (McLeod) Koenig, well- 
known alumna of MSCW, has taken up the 
Charlotte Gilbert 
Lindsay left off, when she resigned her 


typewriter where Mrs. 


position as assistant cataloger to move to 
Birmingham. Mrs. Tomma Nan Hill, gra- 
duate of the Library School at Florida State 
University, has been appointed assistant 
circulation librarian. Other recent additions 
to the staff are Mrs. Dollie Young, Mrs. 
Carole Ann Rowe, Mrs. Gai Corley, and 
Mrs. Janice Christy. 


On February first, Mrs. Pennington Gre- 
dinger of Vernon, Alabama, a graduate of 
of Library 
Service, replaced Mrs. Douglas Bateman as 
head of the Serials Department at MSCW. 


Columbia University School 


Mrs. Edward Lloyd, graduate of the 
Library School of the University of Illinois, 
heads the library at Wood Junior College. 
Gilbert Drummond of New Albany is full- 
time assistant. Mrs. Lloyd also teaches a 


course in American history. 


Mrs. David Denman is librarian of Mary 
Holmes Junior College. Assistant librarian 
is Mrs. J. Greenway, former librarian of 
Hiwassee Madisonville, 


Junior College, 


Tennessee. 
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They Get Around 


Among the ten librarians attending the 
fifth annual meeting of the Mississippi His- 
torical Society at Natchez on February 15- 
16, were Beulah Culbertson, Mae Rogers, 
Alice Hamer, Florence Eisele, Virginia C. 
Robinson, Willie D. Halsell, Elenora Gra- 
low (chairman of registration), Mary Sher- 
rard, and Maria Person. 


Forrest C. Palmer, Director of libraries 
at Mississippi State College, brought greet- 
ings from Donald E. Thompson, when he 
returned from the ALA Mid-winter meeting 
in Chicago. 

A group of MSCW library science stu- 
dents toured Birmingham and Tuscaloosa 
libraries on March fifth, and heard Carl 
Sandburg at Alabama University. 


Interesting Projects 

The Mississippi Room of the University 
Library is the home of a complete col- 
lection of the works of William Faulkner 
in various languages. Every bit of informa- 
tion about Faulkner is also included. Mrs 
Dorothy Oldham is the present curator of 
the Mississippi collection. 
director of the 
where the Faulkner 
awards are displayed, has been amassing 


Mrs. Herron Rowland, 
Mary Buie Museum 
Faulkneriana for several years. Thus Ox- 
ford is becoming a mecca for research on 
the famous Mississippi author. The above 
facts were garnered from an_ illustrated 
article in the Birmingham News of February 


3, 1957. 


Mary Holmes Junior College has an active 
library club which sponsors such activities 
as a mock political convention, and the 
showing of a two hour film of Shakespeare's 


Richard II. 
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Public Relations 


“Know Your Library” was Margaret 
Peeble’s theme before the Starkville Civic 
League, January 8. She also briefed the 
State College Sorosis group on “Life in 
the Library” on January 9. 

“What Library Service Can Mean to a 
Community” was explained over Station 
WCLD on January 29 by Miss Elizabeth 
Dakin of Delta State College. The whole 
staff attended the Open House Tea of the 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library on Jan- 
uary 27. 

Thank You Very Much 

In memeory of Miss Augusta J. Sykes, 
former librarian, the MSCW Library re- 
ceived a copy of Guide to Early American 
Homes, South by Dorothy and Richard 
Pratt from Miss Sarah D. Neilson of Colum- 
bus. The Hon. John F. Frierson presented 
copies of his recent Biographical Jottings 
containing valuable source material. 

Dr. Kethley gave the Delta State College 


Library a book of clippings concerning the 
college from 1932-36, presented to him 
by Dick Lane of the Commercial Appeal. 
On Robert E. Lee’s birthday, four local 
chapters of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy presented four historical vol- 
umes. Twenty-two titles have been received 
from the Library of Congress Surplus collec- 
tion through Mrs. Elizabeth C. Stamps, 
former faculty member, who made the 
selection, and Congressman Frank Smith, 
who arranged the transfer. 

Special plates will mark purchases from 
a $500 memorial gift to Blue Mountain 
College Library from Mrs. Ruth M. Shar- 
ron, honoring her mother, Mrs. Mattie Shur- 
ley McCormack, alumna of the college. 
Among the books added will be the new 
Hasting’s Encyclopedia of Religion and 
Ethics and additional books for a summer 
workshop course on reading. A subgrant 
of $300 from the ACRL division of the 
ALA is being used to strengthen the re- 
ference collection. 





@ May be used separately. 
New Record Titles: 


LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS 
THE PANAMA CANAL 


New Full-Color Filmstrips: 
LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS 


Free teaching guides 
246 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 


complete lists, etc. 


Name 


ENRICHMENT FILMSTRIPS 
ENRICHMENT RECORDS 


based on LANDMARK Books 
These uniquely correlated instructional materials make both the teaching and 
the learning of American history an exciting and memorable experience. 
e Just enough overlapping of information and ideas to reinforce learning. 


BEN FRANKLIN OF OLD PHILADELPHIA 
ROBERT FULTON AND THE STEAMBOAT 


BEN FRANKLIN OF OLD PHILADELPHIA 

DANIEL BOONE: OPENING OF THE WILDERNESS 
ROBERT FULTON AND THE STEAMBOAT 

LEE AND GRANT AT APPOMATTOX 

BUILDING THE FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD 


ENRICHMENT TEACHING MATERIALS 


(0 Please send free “Enrich Your Teaching” containing usage suggestions, 


(0 Also, send free sample teaching guide. 





School 





Address 





City. 


Zone State 
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At last! A truly complete set of... 


PRINTED 
GUIDE HEADINGS 


up to 11,000 subject headings 


e other sets of 1000 or 5000 
for smaller libraries 


e special set of 400 headings 
for Catholic libraries 


There is a printed guide heading 
set to fit the needs and capacity of 
your library. As your library grows 
you can add the next larger set of 
headings without disrupting the 
existing indexing. Each set isa 
complete alphabetical guide to give 
you just the right spacing for easy 
reference. The selection of head- 
ings was secured from the Library 
of Congress and other sources. 


MARCH, 1957 





from A to Zwemer 


You will be amazed at how fast you 
can install this new system, and 
how effective and pleasing the re- 
sults will be. Don’t wait to get 
started on your catalog. Write to: 


LIBRARY BUREAU 
Flemington. Fland. 
DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 


1711 St. Charies Avenue, New Orieans 13, La. 
2216 Sth Avenue N., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
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CLARKSDALE STORY 


Convention-bound Mississippi librarians 
will find a warm ’57 welcome in the Cotton 
Boll City of Clarksdale. 

Says Librarian Anona Jenkins, “The peo- 
ple of Clarksdale and the librarians of the 
area are honored that this city was chosen 
for the 57 MLA. All who attend are assured 


of a most cordial welcome.” 


And what kind of library is our hostess 






years ago has proven a very valuable asset. 
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going to show us? An exceedingly active, 
community-minded staff and program await 
your inspection. 


The Carnegie Public Library, in common 
with so very many libraries of our day, was 
built in the traditional Carnegie architecture 
in 1914. They started with less than 2,000 
books — those gifts and donations. The first 
year’s circulation was an amazing 4,131! 
The first city appropriation was $1,000. 
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The Auto Page which was installed as a service for the patrons of the Library five 
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By 1956 the circulation figures had climb- 
ed to 187,051. Book stock (including some 
unusually fine material) is now well over 
61,000. Strong city support of the program 
is evinced by the $41,500 annual appropria- 
tion. 


A first impression of this busy beehive 
of activity is an incredible gasp at the com- 
plete and efficient use of every inch of 
available space and shelving. Mr. Carnegie 
never dreamed of some of the uses this 
building is finding for its space! 

Amusing, but so efficient, is the sound- 
proof glass-enclosed Teen-Age Room — off- 
limits to adult patrons! 


Clarksdale, guided by that perpetual 
motion machine Anona Jenkins, has one of 
the most active adult programs in the state 
of Mississippi. There are weekly art lectures 
by Rabbi A. Kline, going continuously since 
1948. Also they sponsor: Annual county arts 
and crafts exhibit, quarterly art exhibits of 
individual artists, a ten-week series of “Prac- 
tical French,” investment lectures by visit- 
ing experts, and “Streamlined English” via 
WKNO-TV Educational program. 


Children’s activities are unceasing, end- 


lessly varied and always fun. 


Forerunner of the bookmobile in Clarks- 
dale started back in 1923. A second-hand 
car was purchased and turned into a book 
truck. Thus began the beloved Book Wagon 
Project, one of the two or three in the en- 
tire south. The old wagon was a delight 
to watch in operation — but mighty hard 
on the operating librarian! A bookmobile 
now carries on expanded Book Wagon ser- 
vices in Coahoma County. 


Besides the main library, Clarksdale 
boasts the Myrtle Hall Library for Negroes, 
with a full-time assistant, Corrine Hebron. 
The attractive brick building was built in 
1930, for $3,200. It’s book stock 
rently over 6,000 volumes. 


is cur- 


The bookmobile carries over 1,500 vol- 
makes 33 


County every two weeks. It 


umes and stops in Coahoma 


also serves 


five county schools. 
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Part of the 36 people who are attending 
the adult French class are shown in this 
picture. Seventeen others are on the wait- 
ing list to join this class. Mrs. Helen Calli- 
cott is the teacher. 


Such a busy program makes this writer 


tired just thinking of the man-hours of 


library workings. Surely these active folk 
will put on a convention that will be fun 
and cheer, along with our learning and 
earning. 


See you in Clarksdale! 
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The Winning of the Westerns 


The Meridian Public Library is trying 
a new system for meeting the desire of 
western story fans for new books. 

Since most publishers have stopped pro- 
ducing westerns in hard covers, the library 
will concentrate on paperback westerns, 
with hard cover purchases made of the few 
top writers’ books only. 

The paperback westerns will be consider- 
ec expendable and will receive a minimum 
of preparation. They will not be cataloged. 

“In this way,” says Mrs. Kathleen Al- 
ford, Reader’s Advisor, “we will be able to 
have a number of new books on hand for 
the western fans at all times and the whole 
collection will be replaced often.” 


Books by authors like Zane Grey and 
Ernest Haycox will still be purchased in 
regular bindings, because they are always 
read and reread. The paper books will take 
care of those patrons who have read the 
old stand-bys and want frequent titles. 


Minga Inventories Montgomery 


Mrs. J. A. Minga of Winona and the 
Montgomery County Library Board used 
her report to MLN’s public library reporter 
as a sort of “reporter’s report to the people” 
inventory. These things are listed as the 
major accomplishments of that library for 
1956: 


1. Sponsored and supplied much of the 
literary needs of the town kindergarten, the 
Boy Scouts, the Garden Club, and the Home 
Demonstration Clubs. 

2. Made progress on its Mississippi col- 
lection, including obtaining photographs of 
Mississippi writers. 

3. Maintained a garden department, in- 
cluding not only books but examples of 
flower arrangements, flower containers, 
etc. 


4. Built up and emphasized a children’s 
and teen-age department. 

5. Expanded, with the help of the PTA, 
a section on child care. 












1111 South Peters St. 









THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 
Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 
We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 


Meridian and Vicksburg 
Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 


Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


New Orleans, La. 
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Hore Dies rg ® ASuleudbithes 


It’s not news any more that Itawamba 
and Choctaw Counties have “joined up” 
with other libraries for the purpose of 
receiving countywide library service. Last 
fall, the Board of Supervisors of both the 
counties voted a one-mill library tax so 
that the citizens of their counties could have 
libraries. 


Choctaw County is now a full-fledged 
member of the Tombigbee Regional Lib- 
rary, along with Clay and Monroe Counties. 
With a branch library in Ackerman, and 
bookmobile service to schools and communi- 


| REGIONAL LiBRARY = 


RD. 
a - . 
SERVING THREE MISSISSIPP! COUNTIES i > | > 
CLAY. MONROE. AND CHOCTAW ee 





ties throughout the county, this newest ad- 


dition to the library family is taking its 


place in the family group. 


The Itawamba County Board -of—Seper- 
visors has contracted with the Lee County 
Library for library service. This service 
began on January 4 of this year, when the 
Lee County bookmobile made initial runs 
to the Itawamba schools. Service to adults 
will be given also. Everybody seems to be 
happy all around in the cooperating coun- 
ties. 
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Esther Pippen and Lucile Miller are ready for a Choctaw cruise. 
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Itawamba County Library Advisory Board 
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Mrs. Minnie Dyer, Mrs. Eupal Thornberry, Miss Reba Cowley, Mrs. Loraine 
Maxcy, Mrs. Tiras Gray (Chairman).—Photo by Delmus Harden 
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Firstest and Mostest 


What’s doing in Mississippi's Public 
Libraries? Everywhere the answer is: “Adult 
Education Group Discussions! Book Talks! 
Adult Reading Groups!” 

Every library has its own unique ap- 
proach — each one a distinctive contribu- 
tion to the community. 

Copiah County Library: Reading certifi- 
cates were given to Home Demonstration 
Club Members. 

Itta Bena, branch of Greenwood-Leflore: 
Deep in “Current Issues” led by the able 
Mr. W. S. Curry. 


Yazoo Library Association: Busy learning 
and discussing “Current Events.” 


Harriette Person Memorial, Port Gibson: 
“Thomas Wolfe” is the subject of a coming 
lecture by Major Alden of the Chamberlain 
Hunt Academy. 


Jackson Municipal: Starting plans for the 
spring series of art movies. Assistant Librar- 
ian Turner Cassity says of his fall and 
winter series “Response was gratifying. Not 
exciting, not disappointing, you know — 
just gratifying!” He says membership of 
the group is about static at 110 persons. 

Greenwood-Leflore: Four adult groups 
are in the planning mill for spring. Already 
begun is the music appreciation group, con- 
ducted by Mrs. A. M. Applewhite, an ac- 
complished musician and experienced 
teacher. 

Carnegie Public: One of the busiest adult 
education activity groups in Mississippi is 
being watched over by Librarian Anona 
Jenkins in Clarksdale. She sums up her 
program thusly: “Well that about does it: 
French classes, Investment lectures, and a 
continuation of Streamlined English over 
WKNO-TV — and you have the story of 
our recent activities at our library.” 















Since 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


New Orleans 12, La. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF BOOKS FOR ALL PUBLISHERS 


LARGEST STOCK OF TECHNICAL BOOKS IN THE SOUTH 


Representatives of 
WILCOX-FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS IN MISSISSIPPI 


Write For Our Catalogues 
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Real Cool Cats 


One of the new services offered by the Hattiesburg Public Library since its re- | 
modeling and interior decoration is a record player, complete with four sets of earphones. 
The Rock ’n Roll trade of Hattiesburg have found that the more subdued listening 


hour at the library can also be “the most.” 
um 








Here a group of music lovers enjoy this new library service as another quartet await 
their turn to use the earphones. 
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School Libraries 








THE MATERIALS CENTER 
Choctaw Area Field Office 


Inez Allen, Librarian 


The Choctaw Indian Schools aim to make 
available to Indian boys and girls, as well 
as adult Indians, many facilities conducive 
to the optimum development of mind and 
personality. Centers of learning provide the 
stimulus and environment for this develop- 
ment. A great step forward in this direction 
has been made through the establishment 
of a Materials Center housed in a beautiful 
new bookmobile which serves the seven 
Choctaw Indian schools near Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. 

When the educational personnel of the 
Choctaw Area Field Office began dreaming 
of library service and a Materials Center 
for the Choctaw Indian people, they turned 
for help to our Mississippi Library Com- 
mission and its director, Mrs. Lura Currier. 
Mrs. Currier was most enthusiastic and gave 
of her time and talents in laying the founda- 
tion work for promoting interest and de- 
velopment of this idea. Then, there was 
much planning and selling of the idea to 
Indian Service directors before the red and 
yellow bookmobile, with unique Indian de- 
signs on it, rolled into its headquarters. 

There was such careful and intelligent 
planning of this project that the working 
out of its purpose is a most fascinating 
challenge. Of course, books are our great- 
est concern, but filmstrips, phonograph re- 
cords, pictures, exhibits and displays, pam- 
phlets, and professional magazines come 
in for a fair share of interest and attention. 

Some of the unique and useful features 
of this bookmobile are: a filmstrip projector 
and portable phonograph to assist teachers 
in the selection of filmstrips and phono- 
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graph records, a pamphlet file, magazine 
compartment, typewriter, and card cata- 
log. Children and teachers both find the 
card catalog has much to offer. Besides 
the usual author, subject, title listing of 
books, phonograph records and filmstrips 
can be located through the catalog. Five 
fans and two electric heaters help to keep 
the inside weather more enjoyable. A small 
vacuum cleaner helps with the housekeep- 
ing. The outside shelving has many possibi- 
lities. There are five compartments of out- 
side shelving with built-in bulletin boards 
and peg-board which is very useful in dis- 
playing school work, basket work, and 
beadwork. The greatest lack we encounter 
in setting up the Materials Center is time. 
So much to do, and the days and weeks 
offer just so many hours! 

The bookmobile visits each school once 
every two weeks. At the larger schools, it 
takes all day to have a story hour in each 
room and let the children go on the book- 
mobile and select books. For the smaller 
schools, a half day is sufficient. There is 
always a time set aside for teachers to 
come on the bookmobile and select books 
and materials they need. 


Although we have been in operation only 
about five months, we have about two thou- 
sand books on the bookmobile and in use, 
but only a start of what we hope to have 
in filmstrips and phonograph records. As 
is obvious, the processing of materials al- 
ways slows the progress. 
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Student help is very satisfactory. They 
check books in and out on the bookmobile, 
shelve books, and read shelves. In the 
workroom, they check lists, cut book jack- 
ets, paste date slips and pockets in books, 
alphabetize many items and help with 
numerous other chores in the processing of 
books. 

The Materials Center is staffed by a full- 
time librarian, Inez Allen, who taught 
many years before getting her library de- 
gree from the University of Denver. As- 
sisting in this work as clerk is Dorothy Bell, 
one of our Choctaw Indian girls, who 
graduated from Meridian High School and 
Jackson Business College in Jackson. Mrs. 
Clarice Carmichael, Educational Specialist 
for the Choctaw Area Field Office and a 
librarian qualified by training and experi- 
ence, has given inspiration, assistance, and 
leadership in the planning and putting into 
operation this Materials Center. 

An adult education program for the Cho- 
taw Indian people is in the planning stage 
at this time. It is expected that the book- 
mobile will be of service to this program 
when it is set up. A few adults come to 
the schools on the day the bookmobile is 
scheduled and check out books for pleasure 
reading. We plan to have government docu- 
ments, pamphlets, as well as books on the 
interest levels of the adult Choctaw people, 
and hope that the bookmobile will be of 
service to them. 

It is our purpose and pleasure to search 
and find for our Materials Center books and 
educational materials that will help provide 
a fuller, more constructive, and happier life 
for the Choctaw Indian people. 


Carbon copies may be made nowadays 
without the use of carbon paper since the 
invention of a white paper that automatical- 
ly produces duplicate copies directly on the 
paper. 





BUY YOUR PREBOUND BOOKS 


from 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK CO. 
@ Colorful Bindings 
@ Bound to last the 


life of the book 


@ Prompt shipments 
@ Future dating on 
invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 


Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 
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Card and Index Files — Book Cards 
and Book Pockets — In Stock 


Specify Mid-Century Library Furniture 
Expertly Manufactured of Maple Material 
Very Attractive — Very Economical 


MISSISSIPP! SCHOOL SUPPLY COMPANY 


FOR THE LIBRARY 


Make Your Library Beautiful 


Send for Catalog 


Jackson, Mississippi 
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PONTOTOC HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Mrs. Mildred Caldwell, Librarian 


Since a library is concerned with every 
phase of school life, it is difficult to select 
one activity as outstanding. Only the future 
can tell where a seed has been sown that 
will bear fruit. From a long range view, 
no doubt the reference work and the read- 
ing for pleasure and information, done by 
students and teachers has the abiding bene- 
fit. 

However, for visible results, we found 
that weekly exhibits are the “trick” that 
often catch the “treat.” Certainly they 
receive appreciation from school groups 
who are stressing a particular idea or cause, 
they draw attention to new books, and they 
are a specific means of furthering library- 
school relationship. All this and more — 
for they add a touch to halls and bulletin 
boards. 

As for a specific activity, perhaps we 
“spread ourselves” over a wider area dur- 
ing Book Week in November. With the 
cooperation of the Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciation, homeroom teachers, the administra- 
tion, the school paper, and many civic or- 
ganizations, the Library Club has been able 
to pin point for the school and public the 
importance of books. 

Last year during Book Week the Library 
Club sponsored a program each day for the 
student body in the high school auditorium. 


Using main divisions of book clasgification 
we had book reviews, flower arrangements, 
character building talks, etc. Perhaps the 
most effective program was the one given 
by the Library Club for the PTA. In this, 
the aim was to show the library as a co- 
ordinator for the school program. By using 
students from each department to visit the 
improvised library and tell of work done 
in that branch, or perform a representative 
act, we were able to kill two birds with 
one stone! The aim was to give parents 
a more intelligent understanding of the 
work done by the children and to show 
the library’s part in that work. During the 
month clubs, exhibits, programs, news 
articles concentrated on the importance of 
books. Results, of course, depend on what 
had been done before and on the follow-up. 
The cooperation of teachers, the aware- 
ness of the librarian, the love of books and 
children are all contributing factors in the 
building of a library program. 


Library work in Mississippi is a full-time 
pleasure which must be limited to a part- 
time schedule, but who can say that the 
struggle naught availeth? 

“Man’s reach should exceed his grasp 
or what’s a heaven for.” 
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Special Libraries 








Air Force Libraries 

The libraries at Keesler and Greenville 
Air Force Bases are getting ready for the 
6th Annual Air Force Short Story Contest. 
This is an annual spring event sponsored 
by the Air Force and is open to all Air 
Force personnel. At Base level, the librarian 
is responsible for publicizing the contest, 
for setting up and for 
as well as 


displays, 
materials, 


special 
providing reference 
for securing qualified judges. Since 1955, 
the Library at Keesler has sponsored, in 
with the Education Section, 
a six weeks course in creative writing taught 
by Professor John Husband of Tulane Uni- 
versity. Last year one of Greenville’s win- 
placed in the Flying Training Air 
Force and one of Keesler’s winners placed 
in the Technical Training Air Force. Both, 
however, were eliminated in the final judg- 
ing at USAF Headquarters. Stories sub- 
mitted showed several writers with well 
above average talent. 


conjunction 


ners 


The Greenville Base Library in December 
sponsored a one-man Art Exhibit by Tech- 
nical Sergeant Robert Szczechowski, which 
was very successful. The Keesler Library 
is sponsoring its second lecture in March 
with Harrison Salisbury, New York Times 
Moscow correspondent for five years, speak- 
ing on the subject, “American Policy and 
the New Soviet Challenge.” 

Air Force personnel are becoming more 
and more library-minded, and Base Librar- 
ians are finding it necessary to expand their 
services steadily to meet the increased de- 
mands for additional help and additional 
programs. 
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Winter Meeting 

The Louisiana Chapter of Special Li- 
braries Association held its winter meeting 
at the Waterways Experiment Station in 
Vicksburg on January 5. The newly organ- 
ized Special Services Section of the MLA 
guests. Alan Skelton and his staff 
presented on interesting program on the 
Research Center Library. Among Mississippi 
special librarians who attended the meet- 
Ruth Baxter, Williams, 
Jean Gunter and Helen Cecil from Jackson 


were 


ing were Louise 
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MRS. C. C. CLARK 
Adult Education Coordinating Committee Workshop 





Li Librarians made outstanding contributions to the Workshop in Adult Education 
wa held in Jackson on Dec. 4. The workshop attracted approximately 80 people, repre- 
joting senting more than 39 agencies, professions, institutions and volunteer groups. The 
= discussion stemmed from a work paper prepared by Dr. H. F. Kaufman, Head of 
aoe the Division of Sociology, Miss. State College, in collaboration with a panel con- 
MLA sisting of Mrs. Lura Currier, Director of the Miss. Library Commission; Mrs. 
staff Bertha Grant, Executive Secretary of the Children’s Code Commission; Miss Earle 
1 the Gaddis, State Home Demonstration Agent; Dr. George Maddox, Sociology Depart- 
ssippi ment, Millsaps College; and Professor E. F. Yerby, University Extension. The 
meet- leaders of the table discussion groups were: Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Li- 
liams, brary; Turner Cassity, Jackson Municipal Library; Dorothy Hayes, Greenwood- 
*kson Leflore Public Library; Mrs. Eugenia Hudson, Executive Member, Southeastern 


Adult Education Association; Mrs. Stovall Lowrey, State PTA President; Lucile 
Miller, Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point; and Mrs. Louise Trevilion, Car- 
negie Public Library, Clarksdale. Mrs. C. C. Clark, Supervisor of Group Services 
of the Miss. Library Commission, served as chairman of the workshop planning 
committee. The article below attempts to summarize some highlights of the work- 
shop. The fact that busy people were enthusiastically engaged for an entire day 
in the task of identifying problems in adult education justifies writing “success” to 
this first effort of the State Adult Education Coordinating Committee. The Com- 
R mittee was appointed by the President of the Adult Education Association of the 
U.S.A. and consists of Dr. Harold F. Kaufman, Chairman, Jeanne Broach, Mrs. C. 


— 








arp. 
izes. C. Clark, Miss Earle Gaddis, Mrs. Eugenia Hudson, Mrs. Stovall Lowrey, Mrs. 
ruc- R. H. Matthews, Woodrow Benton, and Professor E. F. Yerby. 
iting The goals and activities represented by a meeting? This common ground was found 
Has the variety of groups considering “The to be not in what these groups were doing, 
—_— Concerns of Adult Education in Mississippi” "™* how they were doing it, but in WHY 
hain ’ there were activities of such importance to 
at a statewide workshop suggest that the 
Z demand the energy and talents of people 
end goal of adult education is to “help with such a multiplicity of skills. The focus 
adults live more successfully.” Because of seemed to be found in the traditional ways 
the diversity of goals and activities and be- we view our world and was summarized 
C. 


EWS 


cause of the variety of programs used to 
achieve these goals, there developed early 
in the discussion a need to discover a focus. 


What was there in common to justify such 
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as: (1) the Hebrew-Christian faith, (2) the 
democratic process, and (3) the scientific 
method. 


(Please Turn Page) 












Such a focus pointed to the importance 
of dealing with certain relevant facts. The 
first of these was a recognition of the chang- 
ing world in which we live, and the neces- 
sity for adult education to become aware of 
these changes, and actually to direct them. 
This limited article allows only the briefest 
outline of some of the changes in our own 
state that have relevancy to adult education. 
For instance, population has ceased grow- 
ing for the last several decades. Mississippi 
lost 2 per cent of its population during the 
1950-1955, while the nation 
gained 9 per cent. The loss is taking place 
in the rural areas, and is greater among the 


five years, 


nonwhites. The proportion of nonwhites 
in the population has declined from ap- 
proximately 60 per cent early in the cen- 
tury to 45 per cent in 1950 and may go 
to 40 per cent by 1960. Occupationally 
speaking, in 1940, 60 per cent of gain- 
fully employed people were in agriculture, 
while in 1955 this proportion had declined 
over one-fourth and the number working 
in manufacturing had _ increased nearly 
twice. Manufacturing and business each had 
more workers than agriculture. Along with 
these have come drastic changes in techno- 
logy and institutions as well as in people 
themselves. Different sets of problems con- 
front us. For example we hear much about 
mental health—keeping the emotional, social 
and intellectual aspects of life balanced. 

A second set of relevant facts is what 
people want and what they regard as their 
major problems. Public discussion has made 
it evident that there are four primary pro- 
blems demanding the attention of people: 
(1) raising the level of income, (2) stabilizing 
race relations, (3) raising the level of public 
schooling, and (4) making satisfactory ad- 
justment in agriculture. 

A third set of facts deals with the agen- 
cies and groups themselves who are doing 
adult education. Who are they and what 
do they do? To describe and evaluate the 
activities could well be the problem of an 
entire workshop and is being seriously con- 
sidered as such. 

The fourth set of facts deals with methods 
and procedures by which adults learn. The 
way the workshop procedure was organized 
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gave significance to this set of facts. A 
variety of techniques were employed during 
the day’s deliberations. 


Perhaps the feeling was that the pro- 

blems on which all adult education can 
join hands, regardless of technical subject 
matter and interests, were found in this 
last set of facts — teaching-learning goals, 
methods and procedures. A three-fold clas- 
sification of objectives was made: 
(1) increasing participation in group life, 
(2) developing mature personalities, and 
(3) creating the liberal mind and _ spirit. 
Only one-fourth of the adults in the state 
belong to organized groups other than 
religious. Consequently, our tasks are those 
of leadership training, membership devel- 
opment, and program planning. The devel- 
opment of persons who can live with some 
degree of peace with themselves and others 
is basic to living successfully as adults. 
Therefore, our programs today must em- 
phasize the acquisition of problem-solving 
and decision-making skills. 


Perhaps the discussion reached what 
could be termed a consensus at the point 
of the third objective — the creation of the 
liberal mind and spirit does not imply the 
acquisition of a body of facts, but whether 
facts can be examined critically, objectively 
and independently. The task in adult ed- 
ucation can thus be evaluated in terms of 
how well this attitude of the liberal mind 
and spirit is developed in our work with 
individuals and groups. What activities of 
our agencies and organizations, in our 
churches and civic clubs, and in our com- 
munities develop the liberal mind and 
spirit? What stifles it? 


Gone are the days when damaging paper 
clips were used for’ vertical file materials. 
A touch of plastic glue is the tie that binds. 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 











Can 
ject 
this 
als, 
las- 


life, 
and 
irit. 
tate 
han 
10Se 
vel- 
vel- 
ome 
hers 
ults. 
em- 
ving 


vhat 
oint 
the 
the 
ther 
vely 
ed- 
s of 
nind 
with 
s of 
our 
om- 
and 


aper 
rials. 


inds. 


WS 








Wade Tn Mississippi. 











TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKS 


Just as the problems of in-service training 
are being brought even more sharply into 
focus by the Library Service Act, an un- 
usual opportunity presents itself to per- 
sons working in Mississippi’s public libraries. 
The whole story is told in these four ex- 
cerpts from correspondence: 

No. 1. Letter from Dr. Dorothea B. 
Morse of the University to Lura G. Currier 
of the Library Commission: 

“The Department of Library Science is 
very happy to announce that Mrs. Gret- 
chen Schenk will be a special consultant 
at the University to teach a course this 
summer in Public Libraries from July 1 
through July 13. To earn three hours 
credit it will be necessary to meet the 
class both Saturdays since the course will 
cover only two weeks time. Students may 
audit or enroll for credit.” 

No. 2. Reply from Lura G. Currier of 
the Library Commission to Dr. Morse at 
the University: 

“Few pieces of news do we consider any 
better than your letter stating that the 
University has secured the services of 
Mrs. Gretchen Schenk for the two weeks’ 
course in Public Libraries. The public 
libraries of the state will certainly con- 
sider this a significant opportunity to 
secure unusually competent instruction 
for their employees, both actual and 
prospective. We assure you of our en- 
thusiastic cooperation in all phases of 
this program and will be happy to trans- 
mit to the libraries further details as to 
hours of attendance, costs, housing ar- 
rangements, etc.” 

No. 3. Letter from Gretchen Schenk to 
Lura Currier: 
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“I have consented to come to the Uni- 
versity for two weeks from July 1 through 
July 13 to serve as consultant and in- 
structor in a course to be entitled Public 
Libraries. While I have the busiest kind 
of schedule and summer is a difficult 
time for me to be away, I do want to 
have any part that I can in Mississippi's 
library development. I hope that you and 
Dr. Morse will plan together just what 
this course should cover so that it will 
be of maximum value to your public 
libraries. I look forward with great en- 
thusiasm to working with all of you 
again.” 

No. 4. Letter from Lura Currier to Gret- 


chen Schenk: 


“Prayers are certainly answered and this 
is not the first time that you have been 
their instrument. Never was there a great- 
er need in our public libraries for in- 
service training than now. As soon as 
I mentioned your coming to several of 
the libraries they immediately began 
planning furiously. The consensus of 
their opinion, which I shall pass on to 
Dr. Morse for her consideration, is that 
the content of the course should be 
geared to the needs of the people who 
are called upon to do professional work 
(and you know what a fine effort so many 
of them are making!) without having had 
the opportunity to attend formal library 
school. What we are saying is that we 
need to be very practical. 

“How much we appreciate the con- 
tribution that you and the University 
are making and we will do everything 
we can to help make it valuable to us 
all. Just as soon as we have any idea 
of advance registration we will let you 
know so that your specific planning may 
fit the specific needs of those who will 
attend.” 
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PROGRAM PLANNING CLINIC 
Mrs. C. C. Clark 

Lee County Library rises to the occas- 
sion again! Harry Martin, Manager of the 
Lee County Development Foundation, 
faced up to the fact that changes in pro- 
gramming were due if the Lee County Rural 
Development Clubs were to maintain their 
high standard of performance. He turned 
to Librarian Elizabeth Holcomb for help. 
And she came through by organizing a two- 
night program planning clinic which was 
held in the library on February 7 and 8. 

Assisting Mrs. Holcomb and Mr. Martin 
were Mrs. C. C. Clark, Supervisor of Group 
Services for the Library Commission, and 
Mrs. Eugenia Hudson, a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Southeastern 
Adult Education Association. Two hours 
each night, with a coffee break, were con- 
sumed in demonstrating methods and tech- 
niques of programming that involved full 
member participation. 

How to make the question and answer 
period after a speech effective and a real 
part of the program: how to use buzz 
sessions with large and small groups; how 
to use the interview technique to involve 
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Mrs. Eugenia Hudson, Harry Martin, and Mrs. C. C. Clark plan program for the 
RCDC Program Clinic held at the Lee County Library—Photo by Terry Carr. 








all people in the community; and how to 
use drama as a springboard for discussion 
were just some of the demonstrations used 
along with the more familiar panel, sym- 
posium and forum types of programming. 
The enthusiasm with which the group enter- 
ed into the on-the-spot demonstrations, and 
their earnest evaluation of the performance, 
attested to the real interest in better pro- 
gramming for organizations. 

Program chairman and presidents from 
12 of the 15 clubs were present. Others 
attending were the Tupelo civic club 
sponsors of the RCDC, county agents and 
others from Itawamba, Pontotoc and Al- 
corn Counties. A total of 40 people parti- 
cipated in the demonstrations. 

How successful was the clinic? The ans- 
wer will come in the calibre of programs 
for the coming year. That interest was high 
was indicated on an evaluatjon sheet. Most 
of the participants expressed satisfaction and 
a desire for periodic clinics of similar nature. 
Mrs. Clark was encouraged by the sincerity 
and earnestness of those who hold the re- 
sponsible positions as program chairmen. 
Programs will naturally improve because of 
this interest. 
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BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 


A Tribute to Ludie Wood and Fannie Carter 
from their friends throughout the state 


LURA CURRIER 


Once when we were asked to speak on 
the “Human Elements in Library Develop- 
ment” we replied, in surprise: “But there 
are no other elements that are important. 
Library service is social service and only 
as it affects human beings has it any signi- 
ficance.” Then often we have said: “No 
library is ever any better than its librarians.” 


Two very sad occurrences since Library 
News last appeared have driven home these 
truths most forcefully. Pontotoc and Hern- 
ando each sustained a great community loss 
in general and a great library loss in parti- 
cular with the deaths of Ludie Wood and 
Fannie Carter. 


Wherever and whenever the question 
arises as to how Mississippi gives as good 
library service as it does with the meager 
funds available, the answer is to be found 
in the devotion to service that exemplified 
itself in the everyday life of Ludie Wood 
and Fannie Carter. There is no way to 
estimate the contribution that these two 
made to the cause of library service in 
their communities. Least of all is the dir- 
ector of the Library Commission desirous 
or capable of attaching to such selfless 
service any statistical or fiscal tag. 


The parallel between the working life 
of the two is so remarkable and their pass- 
ing so close that it is appropriate, although 
almost unbearably sad, that we pause to 
pay them tribute together. 


Circumstances put each of them in a 
position where there was a big job to 
do, calling for specialized skill and training 
as well as hard work. They had all the 
excuses that anyone could muster for 
settling for mediocrity. They were well 
past the age where recklessness substitutes 
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for cautious judgment; neither had been 
fortunate enough to have formal library 
training. Did they let these get them down? 
Indeed not! They simply set about learn- 
ing the art and science of librarianship the 
hard way. They read widely in professional 
literature. They hung eagerly on every 
suggestion that consultants and professional 
supervisors made and weighed each care- 
fully and critically. In-service training was 
very real to them and no workshop was 
held without their presence. 


(Please Turn Page) 
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(Continued from Page 33) 


The work that each of them turned out 
was staggering in its quantity and com- 
mendable in its quality. The book selection 
in the Pontotoc County Library would have 
passed muster by the staff of Booklist itself. 
The technical processing and business re- 
cords that Fannie Carter directed from the 
beginning of the First Regional Library 
would meet the approval of the most de- 
manding cataloger and the strictest auditor. 
Almost single-handed Ludie Wood gave 
countywide library service. When some 
libraries couldn’t do this or that because 
of staff shortage Pontotoc did it anyway. 
No one ever told Fannie that there was 
too much work to do when a county sud- 
denly expanded into a four county unit 
and she didn’t know that a lone typist can- 
not process 200 books in one day. Neither 
of them knew that days had only 8 work- 
ing hours and the word “can’t” seemed 


somehow to have been left out of their 
vocabularies. 

If any one characteristic common to 
each should be singled out for comment it 
was their enormous capacity for acceptance 
of new ideas. Every new concept of library 
service that made its appearance was 
studied by them eagerly. Age never made 
any inroads on their mental or professional 
outlook. 

When it came time for bookmobile ser- 
vice, Pontotoc County was right there. Miss 
Ludie, as she was affectionately called by 
everyone in the entire County, simply had 
to have a bookmobile. There was at first 
no money to buy one. So she went out 
into the county with books, month after 
month, year after year, in an old vehicle 
that scarcely had round wheels. It was no 
accident that both Pontotoc County and the 
City of Pontotoc each levied a one mill tax 
for library service. 
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When the idea of regional library service 
was first conceived for Mississippi it was 
Fannie who actually got the practical as- 
pects of the program going. Her grasp of 
the larger unit of service surpassed the 
thinking of most of the entire library pro- 
fession. Each new county became a full- 
fledged member of the cooperative venture 
and it was Fannie who assimilated the 
new responsibilities for a fluid book collec- 
tion, unified reference service, and cen- 
tralized processing. It is not surprising that 
it was Fannie Carter who made the first 
catalog cards in the state on a multilith 
machine. 


No professional estimate of Fannie or 
Ludie would be complete without emphasis 
on their unusual capacity for personal ad- 
justment and their skill in human relations. 
Each library trustee that appeared on the 
Pontotoc scene over a long period of years 
was as confident of Miss Wood’s administra- 
tive ability as the last one had been. Each 
succession of county and city school admin- 
istrators respected her judgment and ap- 
preciated her service. All ages of school 
children swore by her in turn. The end- 
less parade of staff members of the Library 
Commission over the years was fond of 
her personally and proud of her profession- 
ally. It was she whom the director wanted 
a prospective field worker to meet in order 
to explain the spirit that was building Mis- 
sissippi’s library program. 


With Fannie Carter it was much the 
same. When DeSoto County had no trained 
librarian Fannie stood by and held things 
together. To its professional leader she 
established herself as a rock of depend- 
ability. When the library expanded into 
the First Regional Library she remained 
the most constant force it has known. Per- 
haps no staff member has ever been called 
upon to support and work with a wider 
range of professional personalities than was 
Fannie Carter. That each of them in turn 
stoutly claimed, while yet she lived and 
worked among them, that she was their 
tight hand is indeed a testament to the 
elasticity of her personality and her devotion 
to a larger sense of duty and service. 
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Each of them went as we suspect she 
would have chosen — busy to the very last. 
At four o'clock of the afternoon before 
she died at nine that night Fannie was 
explaining to Martha Couty and me with 
enthusiasm and skill the new centralized 
mechanical cataloging processes that she 
was setting up. Ludie’s last conscious 
thoughts were of the impending term papers 
facing the high school students and a fear 
that there might not be material enough 
for them. 

The most lasting and significant tribute 
that we could pay to Ludie Wood and 
Fannie Carter would be to emulate the 
examples they have set. Theirs was pro- 
fessionalism in its broadest sense and li- 
brarianship at its best. 


A TIME TO REMEMBER 


April 4 — High point in Centennial Cele- 
bration of National Education Associa- 
tion 

May 9 — Meeting of State Adult Education 
Coordinating Committee 


April 21 — Easter Sunday 


June 21-23 — Pre-conference Adult Educa- 
tion Institute, Kansas City 


June 23-29 — ALA Annual Conference, 
Kansas City 


July 1-12 — Course in Public Libraries at 
University, Gretchen Schenck Instructor 


July 4 — Independence Day 
September 2 — Labor Day 


October 24 — Workshop for public librar- 
ians, Clarksdale 


October 24-26 — MLA Convention, Clarks- 
dale 
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Interesting and Notable Books 


Two new booklists have been issued by 
the American Library Association: 

The Public Libraries Division of ALA 
has released its “Notable Books” list for 
1956. The list includes 42 titles. 

The Association of Young People’s Librar- 
ians has issued its annual list of “Interesting 
Adult Books of 1956 for Young People.” 
The AYPL list has come to be watched for 
by librarians, high school teachers, parents 
and youth leaders as a giude to reading for 
young people. 





Libraries are Supermarkets? 


The Reader’s Digest of November, 1956, 
carried a lively article about a lively library. 

In his article entitled “Supermarket of 
Knowledge and Dreams,” Don Murray re- 
lated that “by using modern selling techni- 
ques, the East Orange Public Library has 
become the liveliest place in town.” 

Reprints of this article are available from 
the Mississippi Library Commission, 405 
State Office Building, Jackson. 
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The Heart of the Matter 


Quotes, Excerpts, and Thoughts from the 
Presidential Address of the President of the 
Southwestern Library Association. 

(Editor’s Note: This speech was made by 
Patricia Paylore, Assistant Librarian of the 
University of Arizona Library, in Oklahoma 
City in November, 1956. It appeared in the 
Wilson Library Bulletin for February, 1957.) 


“Where did you go to library school?” 
the young thing asked me politely. 

“I didn’t,” I replied. 

“Oh,” the faint familiar tone of shocked 
disbelief needled me. 

These quotes of quotes indicate the trend 
of Patricia Paylore’s speech. 


Her thesis, which she stated early and 
forthwith, is that “I believe that contempor- 
ary formal library education has taken the 
heart out of librarianship.” Patricia Paylore 
has no formal library education, save for 
one summer school. 

As an administrator, this librarian from 
the school of experience expects these things 
of a formally trained beginning librarian: 

“I expect him to be knowledgeable about 
books. 


“I expect him to be willing to learn con- 
tinuously. 

“I expect him to be professional, in the 
highest and most dedicated sense, about his 
job, whatever it may be.” 

Librarianship is not something like sales- 
manship, accounting, or nursing, says the 
SWLA president, to be put on and taken 
off at specified hours. You cannot say, “Now 
it is eight o’clock and I will be a bookman 
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until coffee-break time.” She is a little 
weary of the librarian who seems to be 
trying too hard to be a convential librarian 
who lives entirely outside the world of 


books except during office hours. “Know- 
ledgeable about books” is so impelling a 


characteristic of good librarianship that she 
is eternally surprised at its neglect in library 


education. 


This very strong language is exactly as 
included in the article: 


“Is it the library schools’ fault that so 
many graduates come into their first jobs 
with the notion that their year of study 
in a professional school has endowed them 
with all there is to know about the profes- 
sion? Whose fault is it that nine out of 
ten know it all, resent supervision, scorn 
the individual library's established ways of 
doing things, look down on their clerical 
helpers, and draw back in white-gloved 
horror from any job that is not clearly and 


unmistakably labelled ‘professional’? 


“It is simple, actually, this need to re- 
cogrfize that the learning process must be 
a continuous one. Library schools may pro- 
test and say that they do make this point 
clear to their students, say that it is not 
their fault that their graduates go out into 
the world of practicing librarianship with 
closed minds. But, acknowledging the oc- 
casional bad example which every profes- 
sion turns out in spite of itself; there are 
too many know-it-all librarians coming forth 
of late to prove anything but the contrary. 














“It all depends, I suppose, on what you 
mean by professional,” the author and 
speaker decides. Her idea of what it means 
to be “professional in the highest and most 
dedicated sense” is told by relating stories 
of the varying attitudes of two possible 
teachers for the “little people” in the library 
profession in Arizona. It is a little vague, 
perhaps, just what “professional” actually 
means to her. You gather that it’s sort of 
how much you are willing to “sacrifice” 
for the cause. 


Patricia Paylore says further: 


“Well, I am saying that the heart has 
gone out of librarianship. One by one the 
qualities of librarianship that would indeed 
have been 
stripped from our preparation, until we 


make it more than a trade 


now produce people who have not learned 


the techniques or the principles or the spirit. 

“ ... 1 say that this necessary but sterile 
and subhuman approach (making machines 
work for us) alone will neither make us 
truly professional nor useful in the human- 
istic sense nor worthy of handling that 
most explosive of commodities which com- 


prises our stock-in-trade — ideas. 


“If we are disenchanted with the products 
of our professional schools as they have 
evolved over the last generation, let us 
admit it, first of all, then seek to reestablish 
the firm bases for our own re-education. 

“And this, as I see it, is the heart of the 


matter.” 


History of “Bobbsey Twins” 


As we have read the articles about the 
Bobbsey Twins 
remembered an account that appeared years 
ago in Fortune — April 1934. 


recently published, we 


The article entitled “For It Was Indeed 
He,” told of Edward Stratemeyer, the author 
of the Bobbsey Twins, who wrote under 
hundreds of nom de plumes, Laura Lee 
Hope being one of them. Other well known 
pseudonyms were Arthur M. Winfield 
(Rover Boys), Victor Appleton (Tom Swift), 
Clarence Young (Motor Boys), Roy Rock- 
wood (Bamba), Carolyn Keene (Nancy 
Drew). 


“For It Was Indeed He” begins with a 
quotation from Anthony Comstock’s “Traps 
for the Young”: “The cheap works of fiction 
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pervert taste. They defraud the future man 
or woman by capturing and enslaving the 
young imagination. Wild fancies and exag- 
gerations supplant aspirations for that which 
ennobles and exalts.” 


The article goes on to tell of the work 
of that Homeric scribe, Edward Strate- 
meyer. The substances of this well docu- 
mented and scholarly article were revealing. 


Stratemeyer either wrote himself or con- 
ceived for others to write over 800 books. 
He employed hack writers to whom he 
would give a three-page typewritten outline 
in which the time elements, names of char- 
acters, their destinies, logically 
arranged. 


were 
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These hacks were given from a week to 
a month to enlarge the outline into a 
book. Upon completing a job, writer was 
given from $50 to $250, and he released 
all claims to ownership. These hirelings 
were merely cogs in a machine. Stratemeyer 
never allowed them to meet one another 
in his office. They saw him only by appoint- 
ment and the appointments never over- 
lapped. 


These books have few pretentions to liter- 
ary excellence. They are accounts of the 
superhuman exploits of adolescent heroes, 
whose deeds surpass those of the bravest 
and most sagacious men. 


The nucleus of each theme is that a hero 
cannot fail. Holding each volume together 
are the threads of some hair-raising ad- 
venture. The action whirls lickety-split like 
an express train from the first to the last 
chapter. 


Before speaking further of Stratemeyer, 
however, there should be said something 
about his predecessor, Gilbert Patten, prob- 
ably the first writer to exploit the self- 
perpetuating series for boys about boys. 
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In 1896, Patten wrote the first Frank 
Merriwell under the pseudonym of Burt 
L. Standish. Before he finished, Patten 
wrote 75 Merriwell books. It was Frank 
Merriwell that Stratemeyer used as his pat- 
tern for the Rover Boys. There was one 
essential difference, however. The Merri- 
well books sold for a nickel. Parents who 
appraised literature in terms of cash, felt 
that the Merriwells were undesirable. Clever 
Mr. 


same things, put his novels in board covers 


Sratemeyer, however, who wrote the 


and sold them at prices varying from a 
dollar to twenty-five cents. 

The Rover Boys came out under the 
pseudonym of Arthur M. Winfield, for at 
the very beginning of his career, Strate- 
meyer decided that he must have a nom 
de plume. Arthur was chosen as the nearest 
approach to author; M was chosen to re- 
present the millions of copies of his books 
which he hoped to see in print; Winfield 
expressed his idea of winning in his chosen 
field. Incidentally, he died a millionaire. 
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